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I want to devel op a server programon a PC. To do this, | suppose |'ll
need to get the hardware and software interface specifications for the
Local Tal k PC card. Were can | get then?

DI SCUSSI ON = - = = = = = =« = = x w o m ot o md e

You nmay not need to get down to the hardware |evel. You nay be better off
basi ng your software on an existing nodel, such as the Open Data-Link
Interface (ODI) specification. This way, you wouldn't have to adjust for
each type of network card, but could work with a single nodel. Also,
you'll save much devel opnent tinme by using ODI-conpliant drivers

already in use for many network cards. Your software could then coexi st
with other software that uses ODI protocol stacks--AppleShare PC

for exanple.

Since an ODI -based driver already exists for the Local Talk PC Card, you
could concentrate on devel opi ng your server software and basing it on the

avai | abl e Appl eTal k protocol stack. [If you want to inplenment a different
protocol stack for the Local Talk PC card, this also can be done within the
framework of ODI, and it would still take advantage of the existing driver

The best source of information on progranming to the ODI specification is
the Open Data-Link Interface Devel oper's Guide, available from APDA. Here
is the introduction to Chapter 1:

"The Qpen Data-Link Interface is a new systemjointly devel oped by Apple
Conputer, Inc., and Novell, Inc., that provides unmatched flexibility for
bot h network devel opers and end users. The Open Data-Link Interface (ODI)
i ncludes the Multiple Link Interface (MlIl) and the Miltiple Protoco
Interface (MPl). The M.l and MPl are the interfaces for network card
drivers and protocol stacks to the Link Support Layer (LSL). The LSL
provi des packet transfer between these interfaces in a way that allows

di fferent protocol stacks to use |link-level drivers interchangeably and
simul taneously. The ODI puts an end to the need for one-driver to
one-stack conmuni cation.”



The entire publication includes the Devel oper's Guide, sone sanple driver
notes, and a disk with code and test programs. It is available from APDA
as part nunmber M355LL/ A

For nore information, search on "APDA"
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